
JESUS  
Literary Legend, or Lord? 



The Word became Flesh

•  For it is by grace you have been saved through 
faith—and this not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast. 
Eph. 2:8, 9. 

•  John 3:16. 
•   The Holy Spirit evangelizes and converts; we 

strive to be “a candle for His flame.” 
•  Yet, can we present a case that skeptics and 

opponents cannot disprove? Let’s find out. 



PROOF AND EVIDENCE 

•  No archeological-forensic “circumstantial” 
evidence exists that Jesus lived, died, or was 
resurrected. 

•  There are written accounts that narrate and 
document Jesus was a historical person—like 
Augustus, Quirinius, Caesar, Pilate, Herod, 
and Caiaphas. Nobody ever denied He lived. 

•  Non-Christian authors mention Christ or 
Christians: Josephus (Jewish historian); 
Tacitus, Suetonius and Pliny the Younger 
(Romans); and 2nd century Greek satirist, 
Lucian. 



PROOF AND EVIDENCE 

•  Can we submit documentary evidence and apply 
reasonable, rational arguments as well as 
examine and discard illogical, irrational and 
unreasonable explanations for the liar, lunatic, 
and legend explanations? 

•  Apologetics: a Greek root meaning to defend as 
in court, reply, give an answer. “Defenders of the 
faith.” 

•  How do we defend and give reasonable 
evidence that Jesus was crucified, died, buried, 
and rose in a resurrected body? (1 Peter 3:15).   



EVIDENCE? 

•  We have absolute certainty that there are 7 
original copies of the Constitution. We cannot 
make this claim with the Gospels as they were 
complied over time, and no first draft originals 
exist.  

•  We can make conclusions about written texts 
and historical accuracy: 

•  Impossible? Improbable? Implausible? 
Possible? Plausible? Probable? Are the Gospels 
historically reliable, rooted in history? 



WORLD VIEWS 

•  It helps to know the world view of the 
person(s) we are defending and/or 
evangelizing. There are 5 worldviews: 

1. Atheist 
2. Agnostic 
3. Theist 
4. Supernaturalist or spiritualist 
5. Religious (Jew, Moslem, Hindu etc.)  



THE POWER OF BELIEF 

Facts about Belief  
•  Everyone believes their world view is 

accurate. 
•  What we believe, we become. “Self-fulfilling 

prophecy.” Perception is reality. 
•  Beliefs → Perception → Experience → 

Memory in a continuous cycle. Belief can be 
true, false, or degrees of both. 

•  Recall the flat ocean? Earth as the center of 
the universe? Women should not be clergy? 
Slavery a Biblical fact? Jihad = Paradise? 



THE POWER OF BELIEF 
•  Understand that we cherish and hold dear our 

beliefs, and that it is threatening and even scary 
when truth clashes with belief (and unbelief!) 

•  Jewish clergy and Jesus believed in the primacy 
of the Mosaic Law. Jesus inflamed and 
infuriated them by disputing and ignoring certain 
Hebrew civil, purity, and ceremonial laws. This 
ultimately led, with Roman complicity and 
authority, to His execution. Probably the direct 
event was His “cleansing” in the Temple. To 
Rome, Jesus was a Hebrew nuisance. 

•  The good news is that whatever arguments and 
logical reasons we can utter, only the power of 
the Holy Spirit can and will convict and convert 
someone. (Lucky for us!) 



3 POSSIBILITIES 

•  1. Jesus died, stayed dead. Rigor mortis. 
•  2. Jesus was “comatose,” later awoke, 

somehow left the tomb and appeared to 
His disciples and other eyewitnesses as 
“risen.” Resuscitation or respiration.   

•  3. Jesus died, rose with a new body to 
eyewitnesses—according to Scripture. 
Resurrection.   



5 CENTRAL ARGUMENTS 

 We will examine the 5 main arguments that give 
rational evidence Jesus was, is, and always will 
be Lord, Hebrews 13:8: Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever.

•  1- Crucifixion 
•  2- Empty tomb 
•  3- Appearances to eyewitnesses 
•  4- Disciples’ martyrdom 
•  5- Documentary evidence (CREEDD) 



1. CRUCIFIXION 

Excruciating: 
• 1560s, from L. excruciatus, pp. of 

excruciare "to torture, torment, rack, 
plague;" figuratively "to afflict, 
harass, vex, torment," from ex- "out, 
thoroughly" (see ex-) + cruciare 
"cause pain or anguish to," lit. 
"crucify," from crux (gen. crucis) 
"cross."  



CRUCIFIXION 

•  All that matters, ultimately, is this: did Jesus 
rise from the dead? Was He (His flesh and 
blood body) resurrected? If not, we are living a 
lie, a fraud, a hoax, and a delusion. Saint Paul 
knew this, in 1 Cor. 15:13: If there is no 
resurrection, then Christ was not raised; and if 
Christ was not raised, then our gospel is null 
and void . . .  

•  Josephus (Jew) and Tacitus (Roman) also 
mention Jesus’ crucifixion. Even skeptics 
concede this as fact. He was crucified—this is 
a historical fact. 



CRUCIFIXION 
•  Gospel accounts document that our Lord was 

scourged/flogged. Josephus says Jewish 
custom for scourging was 40 lashes minis 1. 
Rome had no such limits. Some whips had 
three or more leather straps, in which bits of 
bone, metal balls or chunks, and glass were 
sewn-attached at the lengths and ends. Our 
Lord was probably a bloody mess and weak 
from pain, bleeding and open wounds. 
However, sometimes “light” scourgings were 
applied.  



CRUCIFIXION 
•  You know well this was a hideous, agonizing, 

and humiliating way to die. Usually this was 
applied for criminals, foreigners, and seditionists 
against Rome. They were often left naked, as 
possibly was Jesus when soldiers cast lots for 
his clothes. Mk. 15:24. They were either tied, 
nailed, or both to a cross beam and left to die 
along a public road. Mercifully, it took only 6 
hours (3 in John) before Jesus gave up His 
spirit. Others might suffer for several days. They 
were “billboards” advertising Roman authority. 
We can be certain those Roman soldiers 
assigned crucifixion duty knew when someone 
was dead.  



2. THE EMPTY TOMB 
•  No body was ever found. In all history, no 

opponent or skeptic ever claimed it existed. 
•  In John 19:38-42, the location was known. 

Women knew its location as did Joseph of 
Arimathea. 

•  Either a Roman or Hebrew guard was stationed 
at the tomb. 

•  In all Gospel accounts, women reached the 
empty tomb first. You know well Jewish women 
were regarded inferior and  husbands’ property. 
If the Gospel accounts were a hoax, would 
fraudulent authors undermine their credibility to 
proclaim female eyewitnesses?  



EMPTY TOMB 

•  Wrong tomb supposition. It would only 
take Roman persuasion via torture or 
Jewish pressure to improve the 
disciples’ faulty or deceitful memories. 
To prove the resurrection false, 
knowledgeable Jews could have 
simply shown the occupied tomb to 
skeptics. 



EMPTY TOMB 
•  Stolen corpse supposition (Passover plot).  
•  Disciples stole it—a conspiracy. Motive? Become 

defiled and unclean? Rebury a scourged and 
crucified body at that—to later profess Christ risen 
while that same body decayed in a hidden grave? 
Moreover, as Lk. 24:12 and Jn. 20:6, 7 states, His 
burial wrappings were left in the tomb. Would grave 
robbers unwrap Him first, then carry out a bloody 
corpse? 

•  Disciples, Hebrew peasants, overpowered armed 
guards? From youth, they were trained militia. 

•  The guards were asleep? Severe penalties would 
have imposed for guards sleeping while on duty. 

•  Who were the grave robbers? Unbelieving Jews? 
Indifferent Romans? Horrified disciples? 



EMPTY TOMB 

•  If the “Jesus of history” was fabricated by 
His believers into the “Christ of Faith,” 
would they invent that He was executed by 
loathsome Romans? Deut. 21:22,23: 
When someone is convicted of a capital 
offense and you hang him on a gibbet . . . 
Anyone hanged is accursed in the sight of 
God . . .





EMPTY TOMB 
•  Common grave supposition. Roman guards 

removed, tossed and buried His body (Or left it open 
with other corpses) in a common grave. (Dogs dug it 
up and consumed it). This would have viability—if 
the Gospels all ended with Jesus’ crucifixion—like 
the lives of those two bandits or insurrectionists, and 
thousands of other crucified souls in that era.  

•  In 1968 an ancient Hebrew burial site was 
discovered outside Jerusalem, with 35 bodies. Most 
died violently during the Jewish revolt against Rome 
in 70 CE. One of them, Yehohanan, had a nail 
driven through his heel into an olive wood piece—
the only proof found of crucifixion in history. The fact 
he was crucified but buried according to Jewish 
tradition shows it is historically possible Jesus was 
buried as described in the New Testament. 



EMPTY TOMB 
•  The “Swoon Theory” supposition. Jesus was 

unconscious, near death but awoke (natural 
resuscitation) in pitch darkness. With bound hands, He 
unbound His linen wrappings and walked with pierced 
feet. With pierced hands or wrists (and a shredded 
back and lanced side), He pushed a large boulder 
uphill and to the side so He could escape, and 
overpowered guards. On those same pierced feet, He 
then limped some distance and met up with some of 
His disciples. Based on His words as documented in 
the Gospels, would He then lie that He was 
resurrected? Or if delirious, tell them He rose—and 
when He recovered from delirium, sustain His fraud? 

•  (see JAMA, 3-21-86 “On the Physical Death of Jesus 
Christ”) 



EMPTY TOMB etc. 

•  Muslim Theory- God substituted Jesus 
with a look alike. Jesus later died. 

•  Jeh. Witness Theory- Jesus was created 
by God as the archangel Michael, became 
human & crucified, & was re-created as an 
immaterial spiritual creature. The corpse 
was “dissolved into gasses or preserved 
somewhere” according to the Watchtower 
founder Charles Taze Rusell. 



3. EYEWITNESS APPEARANCES 

•  1 Cor. 15:3-8 is a very early creed, evolving very 
soon after He rose; Paul’s conversion is believed 
to have occurred with a few years after Jesus rose 
and note what Paul says in verse 3: For what I 
received I passed on to you as of first importance: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the scriptures, and 
that he appeared to Peter, and then to the twelve. 
After that, he appeared to more than 500 of the 
brothers at the same time 

•  Romans 16:7: Greet Andronicus and Junias . . . 
They were in Christ before I was.



EYEWITNESS APPEARANCES 

•  Other early embedded creeds are Phil. 
2:6-11 and Colos. 1:15-20. 

•  Women eyewitness: again, the fact that 
women were recorded at the empty 
tomb scene lends trustworthiness to 
them as witnesses. This is called the 
“criterion of embarrassment,” i.e. those 
conspirators who concocted false 
accounts would not include women 
eyewitnesses, as that would undermine 
their arguments and credibility. 



EYEWITNESS APPEARANCES 

•  In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Jesus appeared 
in all texts to the disciples. See Acts 13:29-31 etc. 

•  He appeared multiple times to numerous people—
disciples, Mary Magdalene, Cleopas, and unnamed 
“others.”  

•  In Jewish (and later Christian) tradition, bearing 
witness and giving true testimony is mandatory. 
False witness is essentially a crime and is one of the 
Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:16: You shall not 
give false witness against your neighbor.  

•  At times Jesus had a physical body; other times it 
was evidently spiritual. He was not always 
recognizable: 



EYEWITNESS APPEARANCES 

•  Mt. 28:9 They came up and clasped His feet . . .
•  Mk. 16:12 Later He appeared in a different form 

to two of them . . .
•  Lk. 24:16- but something prevented them from 

recognizing Him. 31- but He vanished from their 
sight. 36- As they were talking about about this, 
there He was, standing among them. 43- which He 
took and ate before their eyes. 

•  Jn. 20:14- but she did not recognize Him. 19- 
When [they] were behind locked doors Jesus came 
and stood among them. –then He showed them 
His hands and side. 27- “Reach your hand here 
and put it in my side.”



EYEWITNESS APPEARANCES 

•  Hallucination supposition- a false perception of what is 
not there, by a single person.  

•  Illusion supposition- a distorted perception of what is 
there (mirage). Elvis sightings. 

•  Vision supposition. “Beatific vision” Paul in Acts 9:3-6. 
•  Delusion supposition- a false belief held despite 

contradictory evidence it. People do indeed hold 
delusionary beliefs, “crowd hysteria,” hysterical 
contagion. Cult leaders-followers are notorious 
examples. “Mass hypnosis, hypersuggestibility.” 

•  Based on 1) Jesus’ crucifixion 2) the empty tomb 3) 
multiple appearances to multiple people: what delusion? 
Do groups, at different times of the day and over 40 days 
hallucinate, see illusions, or visions together? When is 
the last time a group witnessed a vision eat a fish, or an 
illusion or delusion display wounds to be touched?  



4. DISCIPLES’ MARTYRDOM 
•  11 of the 12 apostles reportedly suffered and died 

as martyrs. They believed they saw and some ate 
with the risen Christ. Swindlers and frauds are not 
in the habit of submitting to torture and martyrdom 
and maintain their claims—for a lie and a hoax.  

•  James, was a skeptic, was Jesus’ brother! Yet he 
worshipped Jesus as Lord and eventually headed 
the Jerusalem Church. Jm 1-1 “A bond-servant . . . 
Of the Lord Jesus Christ.” He was martyred, ~ 60 
AD.  

•  Paul, a “bounty hunter” searched for those in the 
Christian sect, and witnessed Stephen’s stoning, 
became the primary recorded evangelist—and 
was martyred as well.  



LITERARY LEGEND 
•  Legend as in a Christian myth, mythology? 
•  A myth is a fictional story having no historical basis; a 

legend if a fictional story having some degree of 
historical basis. Thus, in this view Jesus fits skeptics’ 
legend motif. 

•  The Hero myth is a mainstay of many ancient peoples. 
The typical hero is a warrior or king, who fights battles 
with enemies or even supernatural beings, a military 
conqueror, and via oral/written tradition his deeds are 
passed down through generations, i.e. the Hebrew 
King David. Jesus is an anti-hero: no military wars, 
battles or even any record Jesus fought anyone. 
However, He was a spiritual warrior and engaged in 
spiritual warfare and won against Satan, the archfiend 
of YHWH and original antichrist, . . . the prince of this 
world stands condemned. John 16:11. 



LITERARY LEGEND 

•  Few if anyone claims Jesus was a lunatic, 
delusional, or schizophrenic. Simply examine his 
words and works in the Gospels. He was the sanest 
(and holiest) human who walked the earth!  

•  Few if anyone claims Jesus was a liar, fraud, and 
impostor. Answer this: what would be His motive? 

•  Legend? Such as an extraordinary Rabbi in the 
Hebrew tradition? No Rabbi ever claimed—obliquely 
or obviously—that he was the Son of God, Messiah. 

•  Moreover, is there any person in all of recorded 
history who performed as many miracles, signs and 
wonders as Jesus did, as documented in the 
Gospels? There is no ancient source, including 
enemies, that ever deny or dispute Jesus’ miracles. 
None. Why not? 



LITERARY LEGEND 

•  The resurrection accounts originated in the 
mid-1st century, probably via oral tradition 
much earlier. The New Testament was 
compiled ~ 45-100 CE and the earliest 
copy ~ 125-325 CE, so the gap is ~ 
30-300 years.  

•  The earliest gap of an ancient work is 
Homer’s Iliad, written 9th century BEC, and 
the earliest copy is 400 BCE. The gap is 
500 years. (Were there any witnesses?) 



LITERARY LEGEND 

•  This premise can be annulled 
because  most legends were 
recorded decades to centuries after 
the legendary person lived. Oral 
tradition began immediately after 
Jesus ascended and written accounts 
began a few decades afterwards. 
“Short gap fact.”  



LITERARY LEGEND? 

•  19th century Julius Muller challenged 
scholars in his era to show anywhere 
in history where within 30 years, that 
a series of legends had accumulated 
around a historical individual and had 
become firmly fixed in general belief. 
Muller’s challenge has never been 
met! 



5. DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

•  What about the texts—Gospels, 
Epistles? How historically reliable are 
they?  

1.  There are ~ 5,600 Greek NT manuscripts 
in whole or fragments; earliest fragment 
dates first half of the 2nd century. There 
are ~ 19,200 non-Greek NT copies. 

2.  There are 643 copies of Homer. Go 
figure. 



DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 
3.  Oldest entire Greek NT is the Codex Sinaiticus, 

completed ~ 350 CE; a similar Codex Vaticanus is in 
the Vatican.  

4.  “Short gap fact.” Find any “legend” developing as 
fast in all of history as Christ’s events and 
recordings. Who? Where? 

5.  Like now, some people had high IQ’s and prodigious 
memories; essential facts and stories were 
memorized and told in Oral Tradition until Paul and 
other disciples began writing the NT. 

6.  The Gospels are very consistent by ancient writing 
standards, even with minor variants (~ 1% of textual 
discrepancies, p. 260 Strobel). Minor errors and 
variants prove they were not copied forgeries.  

7.  The Gospel and Epistle writers intended to preserve 
historical facts and traditions via narratives, parables 
and the like.   



Possibilities 

•  Fiction 
•  Fantasy 
•  Fable 
•  Fabrication 
•  Fraud 
•  Fossil 
•  Fact 
 



CONCLUSION: 
5 Central arguments 

•  1- Crucifixion 
  A. Jesus died and stayed dead. 
  B. Jesus was “comatose,” later awoke, somehow left the 
tomb and appeared to His disciples and other eyewitnesses.  
  C. Jesus died, rose with a resurrected body to 
eyewitnesses. 

•  2- Empty tomb. No body. Location was known. 
•  3- Appearances to eyewitnesses. Multiple 

times to numerous people at different times over at least 40 
days—in a physical-spiritual body. 

•  4- Disciples martyrdom. Terrified apostles, 
skeptical James and persecutor Paul were transformed and 
preached Christ embodied YHVH, “Jesus is Lord,” and was 
resurrected. Most were tortured and murdered. 

•  5- Documentary evidence. Historical 
reliability. “The Bible is really true—and some of it actually 
happened.” 



CONCLUSION 

•  “I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever 
lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” John 
11:25-25. 

• Do you believe this? (Jn 6:40!)  



TRANSFORMATION 
 

• σώµα πνευµατικόν 
• soma pneumatikon 
• “Body spiritual” 



CONCLUSION 
•  What we believe can be reasonably, logically 

and coherently presented and argued. Who 
does the convincing, convicting and converting? 

•  References: 
 The Case for Christ. L. Strobel 
 The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus. G. 
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 Lord or Legend? G. Boyd and P. Eddy. 
 Mere Apologetics. Alister McGrath. 
 Faith on Trial. Pamela Ewin. 

   



E-Mail 

•  I shall send this to you! 

• oelkers9@msn.com 


